THE  CONVERT

"And at your pleasure hot and cold can blow,

"When I at first your grave deportment saw,                  270

tc (I own my folly,) I was fill'd with awe;

"You spoke so warmly, and it [seemed] so well,

" I should have thought it treason to rebel.

a Is it a wonder that a man like me

"Should such perfection in such teachers see;

" Nay, should conceive you sent from Heav'n to brave

"The host of sin, and sinful souls to save?

u But, as our reason wakes, our prospects clear,

"And failings, flaws, and blemishes appear.

"When you were mounted in your rostrum high,        280
" We shrank beneath your tone, your frown, your eye;
"Then you beheld us abject, fallen, low,
a And felt your glory from our baseness grow;
"Touch'd by your words, I trembled like the rest,
" And my own vileness and your power confessed:

"These, I exclaim'd, are men divine, and gazed

" On him who taught, delighted and amazed j

" Glad, when he finish'd, if by chance he cast

u One look on such a sinner, as he pass'd,

"But, when I view'd you in a clearer light,                290

u And saw the frail and carnal appetite;

"When, at his humble pray'r, you deign'd to eat,

u Saints as you are, a civil sinner's meat j

"When, as you sat contented and at ease,

"Nibbling at leisure on the ducks and peas,

"And, pleased some comforts in such place to find,

" You could descend to be a little kind;

"And gave us hope, in Heaven there might be room
-" For a few souls beside your own to come;

"While this world's good engaged your carnal view,        300

"And like a sinner you enjoyed it too:

"All this perceiving, can you think it strange

"That change in you should work an equal change?"
"Wretch that thou art," an elder cried, "and gone

" For everlasting "------" Go thyself/' said John 5

" Depart this instant, let me hear no more;

"My house my castle is, and that my door,"

The hint they took, and from the door withdrew,

R2                                      259